
MLA 2009 GUIDELINES FOR CITING  
OPPPOSING VIEWPOINTS & ISSUES & CONTROVERSIES 

 
 

Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center 
 

 Many of the articles in this database come from Greenhaven Press print publications or 
come from magazines, journals or newspapers. 
   

 Cite the author (if available), the title of the article, the original source information, 
followed by the “medium of publication” (“Web”) then the database name in italics, 
and the date the material was accessed from the database. 
 

 “Viewpoint Essays” usually don’t show page numbers; use n. pag. for “no pages” 
 

 Titles of books, journals, magazines, newspapers, and the names of databases are 
italicized. 
 

 Abbreviate months, except for May, June, and July 
 

 Capitalize significant words in the titles of articles and in the names of publications and 
databases. 

 
 
Viewpoint Essays 
 

Badken, Anna.  “Americans Oppose the Death Penalty.”  Problems with Death.  Ed. 

David A. Becker and Cynthia S. Becker. San Diego, CA: Greenhaven Press, 

2004. n. pag. Web. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. 4 May 2010. 

 
Journal/ Magazine Articles  

 
 
Cullen, Francis T.  “The Racial Divide in Support for the Death Penalty: Does White 

Racism Matter?” Social Forces. 85.1 (2007):1281+. Web. Opposing Viewpoints 

Resource Center. 4 May 2010. 

Simon, Roger.  “Death Watch.”  U.S. News & World Report 14 May 2001: 16.  Web. 

Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. 5 Nov. 2009. 

 
Newspaper Articles 

 
Egelko, Bob.  “Tulare County:  Judges Given Leeway to Assess Mental Function:  Convicts 

CouldAvoid the Death Penalty if Found to be Retarded.”  San Francisco Chronicle.  13 

Apr. 2007: B4.  Web. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. 17 Jan. 2008.



Issues & Controversies 

 

 
 Citing material from Issues & Controversies can be difficult because the articles come 

from a variety of print and online sources, most of them published by Facts on File News 
Services. If you have questions, consult a librarian or your instructor! 
 

 Most of the material in Issues & Controversies will not have an author, so citations will 
usually start with the title of the article.  
 

 Issues & Controversies generates MLA and APA citations for articles and other content.  
After locating an article scroll to the bottom of the screen to locate the database 
generated MLA citation (see below for example)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Note that the above citation does NOT comply with MLA format: it is not double 
spaced, there is no hanging indent after first line, and the citation lacks 
information about paging. 
 
Here is the correct format: 

"Civilian Casualties During Wartime." Issues & Controversies. Facts  

On File News Services, 5 Apr. 2010. n. pag. Web. 5 May 2010.  

 

Barbara Greil 
Hinkle Library 
Alfred State College 
MLA 2009 Guidelines: Opposing Viewpoints/Issues & Controversies 
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"Civilian Casualties During Wartime." Issues & Controversies. Facts On File 
News Services, 5 Apr. 2010. Web. 5 May 2010.  
 
 

<http://www.2facts.com/article/i1500200>. 

For further information see Citing Sources in MLA Style. 

 Follow this link for 

other MLA examples 

Unless your 
instructor 
requires it, the 
url for the article 

is not needed  

Title of 

article 

Database name, italicized 

Date of 

article 
Medium of publication (Web) 

and date of access 

Add n. pag. for “no 

pages”  

http://web.alfredstate.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.2facts.com/icof_story.aspx?PIN=ircs00000004#f

