
Finding & Evaluating Sources 

Using the Hinkle Library web page



Getting Started

• Decide what BROAD topic area to write about 
(example: ABORTION)

• If you don’t know much about the topic, get 
some background information 

• Once you know a bit about the topic you can 
start to narrow your research focus



Some ways to narrow
or restrict a topic

•Look at the topic from several angles and if required, take a 
stand on a controversial issue 

•Survey what you already know or get background 
information

•Use any combination of the ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘΩǎ р ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ:
•WHO
•WHAT
•WHERE
•WHEN
•WHY



Going from Broad to Narrow:

ABORTION (too broad!)

Abortion: WHO?
Abortion and teenagers

Abortion: WHEN? 
“Should teenagers be allowed to have 

abortions without parental 
consent?”



Why is this important?

• Trying to write a short paper on a large topic 
means having to sift through and digest a 
HUGE amount of information while trying to 
decide what is important!  

• It’s like trying to eat 10 extra large pizzas in 
one sitting:  its possible, but you’ll be sorry 
you did!



Creating a “Search Statement”

• Our initial topic is the following:

ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ 
ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΚέ

• Search engines and electronic databases cannot 
interpret  all the words in this sentence.

• YOU must choose significant words or phrases 
from the sentence above abovein order to 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ άǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘέ



Creating a “Search Statement”

ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΚέ

• Question: What are the two or three key 
words or phrases in the above statement?

Abortion teenagers Parental consent

Answer:



One more thing…

• Recognize that alternative words may be needed to 
search for information instead of the ones originally 
chosen!

Abortion   AND teenagers   AND parental consent  

OR

Teen

OR

Teens

OR

Adolescents

OR

Parental 

involvement

OR

Parents



Next step: Boolean Search Logic

• After developing a tentative search statement, 
and choosing some key words or phrases, it is 
time to start searching

• Boolean Search Logic combines the words and 
phrases you choose with the Boolean 
“operators”: 

AND OR&



The Boolean “AND”
• Single word or phrase searches yield too many results or “hits” (as 

represented by the yellow)

• On the left: a single word search yields many “hits”

• On the right:  the Boolean “AND” limits results to articles that 
include information on abortion ANDteenagers 

Abortion Teenagers
Abortion



Boolean “OR”

Using OR in a search will expandsearch results



Ready to do some research?

• Link to the Hinkle Library web site at
http://web.alfredstate.edu/library

http://web.alfredstate.edu/library


Try these sources for “background information”

Alfred State 
College online 

catalog

Gale Virtual 
Reference Library

Issues & 
Controversies

Opposing 
Viewpoints 

Reference Center



The ASC online catalog:
YOU have a choice!

•Searching a term in ά!ƭƭ CƛŜƭŘǎέ is likely to bring up the most 
“hits”, but they may not be as relevant!

•If the search results are not specific enough, try searching by 
SUBJECT(or author or title if known)



•This search retrieved 84 hits

•To view more information about an item, click on the link

•To find the item on the shelf, search under the call number

•ONLINE STUDENTS:  Your local library catalog works in a in a similar way 



Need more background info?
Try the Gale Virtual Reference Center



Off-campus users:  in order to use some 
databases you will be prompted for your ASC 

username and password

Please enter your valid Alfred State College username and password

Please enter your username:

Please enter your password: 

G

g
greilbj

ΧΧΧΦ

This will not work if using the campus VPN (Virtual Private Network)



GVRL is a collection of
online reference books*

* Written & edited by experts, not 15 year -old web authors!



GVRL articles present authoritative information 
from reference sources representing different 
perspectives



Other excellent
background & research databases

• Issues & Controversies
– Authoritative (published by Facts on File)

– Presents information, statistics, charts, historical 
information on “controversial issues”

AND

• Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center
– Authoritative (published by Thompson/Gale)

– Presents reprinted essays reflecting multiple “sides” of 
an issue

http://web.alfredstate.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.2facts.com
http://web.alfredstate.edu:2048/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/alfredtech?db=OVRC


Example: Issues & Controversies

This list of articles may 
present ways to narrow or 

restrict a topic.
¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ ά!ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΥ 
tŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘέ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

be great for  our research!



Need full-text articles in journals, magazines, and newspapers?
Try these indexes! 

Return to: http://web.alfredstate.edu/library

Academic  
Search 
Premier

ProQuest

http://web.alfredstate.edu/library
http://web.alfredstate.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=aph
http://web.alfredstate.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=aph
http://web.alfredstate.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=aph
http://web.alfredstate.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.umi.com/pqdauto


Example from ProQuest

Question: 
What is 
wrong 
with this 
search?

Answer: This is a one-word 
search.  Too broad!!



¢ƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ άƘƛǘǎέ ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜŘΗ 

•Articles are on all aspects of abortion; some may only mention  the word

•Articles in most library databases are arranged by DATE (most recent first) so 
articles at the top may NOTbe most relevant!

•Browsing through this many  articles is a waste of your time!



Tips for smart searching

Rather than search 
in the citation 
(author, title, 
subject)or abstract 
(summary) of 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΧ

Instead, 

search for 

ñabortionò 

as the main 

subject of 

the article!



Instead of 143,000 + “hits” we now have 37,771!  
Better…but this is still not a very useful search result!



Use “Boolean Logic” to create a 
better search!

• Rememberour original topic? ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ 
teenagers be allowed to have abortions 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΚέ

• Remember: based on the above question, we 
created an initial “search statement”? 

• [ŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘέ 
with what we know about Boolean Search logic!



The above search yielded only 4 

ñhits!ò We need to revise our search 

and use different words or phrases!



or teen*

•Using the Boolean “or” we can expand search 
results to include additional terms that mean 
the same as “adolescent”

•Note that the * will search on the word “stem” 
(teen, teens, teenagers, teenaged)

•This search yielded 78hits!!



•Initially all types of sources are displayed

•Click on the appropriate links to access
•ά{ŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅέ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎ (academic, peer reviewed); usually based on 
research  
•Magazines (such as Time or Newsweek) geared to the general public
•Trade(business or professional) publications 
•Newspapers



To further investigate an article, click on the 
title link, or open the full-text.  Note that the 

entry (citation) indicates the length of the 
article.



Linking here will access the actual 
image of the article (pdf file) 

Print or email the 
article Click here to 

formulate  an MLA 
citation. See next 
slide.



Use pull-down 
menu to select 
citation style

Warning!! The citation generated by this and other 
indexes may include information and formatting that is 

incorrect.  These citation generators are to be used 
as guides! Always consult your grammar book , 
your professor, or the librarian.



Review

• Narrow or restrict your topic to a manageable 
size

• Compose a tentative sentence or question 
that expresses your topic

• Choose two or three key termsfrom this 
statement

• If needed, use alternative terms 

• Employ the power of Boolean Search logic to 
construct a search 



Questions?

• Contact a librarian at Hinkle Library calling 
607-587-4313

• OR email: library@alfredstate.edu

Brought to you by your “personal librarian”

Barbara Greil

Hinkle Library

Alfred State College

greilbj@alfredstate.edu

mailto:library@alfredstate.edu
mailto:greilbj@alfredstate.edu

